
(Im)possibly Queer International Feminisms  
 

Call for Papers for Sexual Dissidence Panel: 
 

International Irruptions: Queering the Politics of Feminist Public 
Discourse 
 

 
While feminists taught us that the personal is political, queer and 
feminist activism has most often been national, intersecting with a local 

politics of stratification. Nevertheless, certain events irrupt 
internationally, and in more recent years, our technologically advanced 

global connections have conveyed news of horrific and alarming 
heteropatriarchal violence and silence as well as multiple forms of queer 
feminist activism, almost immediately. Constant and voluminous global 

news media, online global independent journalism, and round-the-clock 
social networking enable awareness, discussion and speedy activism, via 

a few clicks of the mouse. Queer feminist politics seems to have been 
offered effective forms of international activism through which to press 
heteropatriarchies and governments into change.  

 
But what else is at work in global queer feminist discourse? What exactly 
are we responding to when events seemingly irrupt internationally?  

Which events irrupt, and why, and who selects them? Political 
technologies have advanced, but pressing for change still involves 

shaming or embarrassment via public discourse. Do these strategies 
function in the same way globally? When a brutal gang-rape is reported 
in Delhi and feminists march in the street, how is this reported, and how 

do we interpret its meaning? When members of Pussy Riot are jailed for 
staging public protest against both government and church in Moscow, 
we may well want to show our support. How are we invited to respond 

and what kind of public discourse develops? Do colonial discourses 
inevitably emerge in international feminist discourses? When LGBT 

activists are killed in formerly colonized regions what are the unexpected 
cultural products of global queer feminist politics?  
 

We invite papers speaking to these questions about international queer 
feminist political activism. We also particularly welcome close cultural 

and discursive analyses of public discourses around any recent 
international irruption. 
 

Deadline: January 31st 2013 
 


